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AGREEMENT REACHED ON SEWER PROJECT FOR RINCON 
 

Ventura, California – On Thursday afternoon, in the halls of Ventura Superior Court, the 

opposing sides of a ten-year struggle over the South Coast Beach Communities septic-to-sewer 

conversion project mutually agreed to drop their grievances, make peace, and proceed with the 

building of the sewer project for Rincon, Sandyland, Sand Point and Padaro Lane. 

 

This agreement was reached among a group of Rincon residents both opposed to and in favor of 

the sewer project, and Heal the Ocean, a grassroots Santa Barbara citizens’ advocacy group that 

has been spearheading the sewer project since 1998. The Ventura Superior Court hearing was 

centered on a challenge brought by some Rincon residents over the annexation election of the 

Rincon and its neighboring communities into the Carpinteria Sanitary District. 

 

Thursday marked the sixth day of the Superior Court hearing in Ventura, and by midday it was 

clear that the overall election outcome was no longer at risk. In light of this, both sides agreed to 

dismiss their legal challenges, and to abide by the previously certified result. This agreement, 

(brokered by HTO attorney Fred Woocher and Rincon resident and HTO advisory board member 

Jim DeArkland, as well as Tim Finnigan, John Stephenson, Billy Taylor and Ben Weiss of the 

Rincon community and their attorney, Darin Marx) will be finalized in Ventura Superior Court on 

August 7, 2008.  

 

All parties have agreed to respect the assessment vote of October 16, 2007, in which the majority 

of homeowners of all four communities had voted in favor of assessing their homes to pay for the 

project. 

 

On Thursday, the Rincon residents for and against the project and Heal the Ocean agreed that the 

primary task before them is not only the building of the sewer project but the healing of the 

Rincon community, which had become deeply divided during the process to approve the project.  



 

Ben Weiss, a resident at Rincon, and one of the sewer’s most outspoken opponents, said: “It was 

crucial this election be thoroughly reviewed, to satisfy the concerns of participating voters. As it 

turned out, our challenges would not have affected the final result, so this is an outcome we must 

all respect. It’s time for us to take a deep breath, realize that our neighbors are really quite nice 

people after all, and join together as a community to make this project as successful as possible.” 

 

Craig Murray, general manager of the Carpinteria Sanitary District, and Hillary Hauser, executive 

director of Heal the Ocean, said their organizations look forward to working with all residents of 

the Rincon – in peace, and in respect for all opinions. “This is the most important healing that can 

happen,” Hauser said. “These residents feel strongly for their viewpoints, which we appreciate.” 

 

After the agreement is finalized, the Carpinteria Sanitary District can begin the funding process to 

pay for the sewer project. 

 

For more information: 

Billy Taylor (805) 403-3526, billy@pacifica-intl.com

Ben Weiss (805) 566-6663,  ben@benweiss.com

Hillary Hauser (805) 965-7570, hillary@healtheocean.org

Craig Murray gen. mgr., Carpinteria Sanitary District (805) 684-7214 x 12  

CraigM@carpsan.com

Jim DeArkland (805) 650-1967; jdearkland@cox.net
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